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The writer, of meoln, ig gn . WAlhs.
attorney: who has’ represented &
clients in medical. Tnalpractice . -
cases. He is'the senior Nebras-
ka: governorof - the.: Amencan.'j
Association for Justice. He'is a i
past president of the Nebraska L

Assocxatlon of T‘rzal Attomeys

- Thzs past month the hea]th_.'
care’ debate lias’ dommated the:
headlines. A Feb. 24 World-Her:
ald article is insightful biit does
not set forth the p051tmn of the_ :

mjured patient.:

It is: clear: that our current- _
systern’ of health are is dys-:
functional. Costs' are: spiraling.
out of control, and proper ‘health
care is’often: beyond. the reach:
of the average citizen: Congress:
and the White House will have
to sort through the: mountains’ !
of facts’ and ' factions and: at:;
tempt to cure this social disease -
that is an'embarrassment to the: . ¢an reach $50,000 in the blink
Wealthxest nation on the pIanet S

While this debate: is raging,’
those: opposed:- to: health. care:: -

reforin: are ~again’ championin,

what they misrepresent as “tort
reform.”™ “Keep the lawyers out:’
of the operating Feom” has been_ ..
the battle cry in man i'sound- 5

bltes

by only 0.4 to 0.5 percent,

- that are compensated'

i pames have long taken:the po
= sition: that: maipractlc ‘claim
will be vxgorousl
:.The -out-of-pocke

or: able to take these cases.’

“experts are’ wﬂhng ‘to. 'te fy
“that providers have faIlen belew

o . and actually end: up in trial; the
ThlS 1ssue should:be- placed; :
mto proper focus. Malpractice -
amounts to less than 2 percent .
- . of health caré spending, accord:
ing to the Congressional Budaget
Office. The CBO hag estirnated
that even a reduction of 25 to.:
30 percent in malpractice costs -
would lower health care costs

* in verdicts for the defendants.

. fully madequate cap on daimag-
-e8.for such’cases. Many cliénts
* cantiot: find” competent coumsel

.. has even suggested that the cap
. 'The National Center for State_' :
Courts - estimates. that only: 6.
pefcent of state cases mvolved_.:r
tort claims-and, of that amoiint,

) only 3 percent of those cases3":-__'many states.

_non-cap : states,
thére were more physxcm.ns D
100_00{) _populatton

"The: Instltute of: Medlcme_
1?99 study esnmated ‘that: th

. Malpractxce insuran

. defended.

connected with: these’ claims -

‘an-eye: Few lawyers are’ wﬁ]mg

Of the few cases that ere taken
'overwhe]mmg majority result

“In Nebraska, there i§ a woe-

because the cap is too low to'jus-
tify the ifivestment in'the case
The: Nebraska Supreme Court

_Well The oniy eomplam omes
jfrom those who hav to {

might be constitutionally defe

tive ag violating substantzve due

prucess of law. :
‘And: Nebraska i




